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     Fall Court 
opening set for 
October 15 
Mark your calendar now for 
October 15, 2010 AND THE 
OctoBarfest  Activities 

THANKS TO THE SPONSORS OF THE 2010 

Bench Bar Conference  

Many thanks to the sponsors of Bench Bar 2010, 
without whom the Conference would not have been 
possible. 

PLATINUM SPONSORS ‐ $5,000 
Baggett, McCall, Burgess, Watson & Gaughan, A.P.L.C.; 
Cox, Cox, Filo, Camel & Wilson, L.L.P. 
 
GOLD SPONSORS ‐ $3,000 
Larry A. Roach, Inc.; The Townsley Law Firm, L.L.P. 
 
SILVER SPONSORS ‐ $1,500 
 
Todd Clemons & Associates; Louisiana State Bar Association; 
Lundy, Lundy, Soileau & South, L.L.P.; Mudd & Bruchhaus, 
L.L.C.; Plauche, Smith & Nieset; 
Scofield, Gerard, Singletary & Pohorelsky, L.L.C.; 
Stockwell, Sievert, Viccellio, Clements & Shaddock, L.L.P.; 
The Ranier Law Firm; 
Veron, Bice, Palermo & Wilson, L.L.C. 
 
BRONZE SPONSORS ‐ $500 
Guillory & McCall, L.L.P.;  Hanchey Law Firm, L.L.C.; 
Kean Miller Hawthorne D’Armond McCowan & 
Jarman, Jones & Alexander, L.L.C.; Liles & Redd, L.C.; 
Loftin, Cain & LeBlanc, L.L.C.; Lorenzi & Barnatt, L.L.P.; 
Spears & Gary, L.L.C.; Richard Law Firm, L.L.C.; 
The Gray Law Firm, A.P.L.C.; The Sanchez Law Firm, L.L.C. 
 
CORPORATE SPONSORS 
LexisNexis; Stratos Legal Services, L.P.; 
Perry Dampf Dispute Resolution; 
Contraband Bayou Golf Club at L’Auberge du Lac Casino 
 Resort; O’Charley’s Restaurant; Outback Steakhouse; 
Digital Archiving Systems

Mark Your Calendar for the 2011 
Bench Bar Conference‐March 24, 
2011 through Saturday, March 26, 
2011 at The Houstonian Hotel, Club 
and Spa. 

    

 

Kim Boyle, Immediate Past President of 
the Louisiana  State Bar Association, 
awards a prize to one of the winners in 
the annual  poster  and essay contest, 
sponsored by the Young Lawyers Section. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August  
13‐CLE sponsored by the Bar Foundation 

 20‐Family Law Section CLE Conference 

September  

 9 Family Law Section Luncheon, 11:30‐1:00,Reeves 

    Night Court‐Stutes & Lavergne‐5 p.m. 

10 Member Luncheon, 12:00 to 12:45 

Two CLE Hours Fastcase and Law Office 
Management, 1:00 to 3:00,Reeves 

October   

14 Family Law Section Luncheon, 11:30‐1:00,Reeves 

15 OCTOBARFEST ACTIVITIES 

15 FALL COURT CEREMONY, 10:00, Courtroom A  

 Fall Member Luncheon, 11:30 ‐1:00, Reeves 

 OCTOBARFEST CLE Hours, 1:15‐3:30, Reeves 

 Fall Party   at the home of Tom and Prissy Gayle, 

 Music by The Crawford Brothers, 

Food by Cookey’s Caterers 

November   

Young Lawyers Law Office Practices‐ CLE Seminar 
early in the month 

11  Family Law Section Luncheon, 11:30‐1:00, 
Reeves 

19  Member Luncheon, 11:30‐1:00, Reeves 

December 

 CLE By the Hour 12.5 Hours in Mid month 

9   Family Law Section Luncheon, 11:30‐1:00, 
Reeves 

17 Member Luncheon, 11:30 ‐1:00, Reeves 

 

The Sidebar is a publication of the Southwest LouisIana  
Bar Association. We need and welcome articles from 
members of the Bar including judges, lawyers ,and  
Clerks of Court. 

Articles can be emailed to Betsy Doucet at doucet‐
law@netcommander.com. 



 
 

 

 

 

News From the District Attorney’s Office 

DWI Law Changes in the 2010 Legislation Session: 

District  Attorney  John  DeRosier  and  Senator  Willie  Mount  were  able  to  pass  Senate  Bill  686  during  the  2010 
legislative session.   The bill  increases mandatory minimum sentences for 3rd and 4th offense DWI.   The mandatory 
minimum  for  3rd  offense  DWI  was  increased  from  45  days  to  one  year,  while  the  mandatory  minimum  for  4th 
offense or greater DWI was increased from 75 days to two years.  This law was supported by the Governor’s Task 
Force,  MADD,  the  Louisiana  Sheriff’s  Association,  the  Louisiana  District  Attorney’s  Association  and  many  others.  
There were no votes cast against the proposal throughout the legislative process. 

In the case of a third time offender,  the new law allows for discretion. The judge has four sentencing alternatives in 
full satisfaction of the one year mandatory minimum: one year in jail; drug court; DWI court; or a residential facility 
approved  and  regulated  by  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Corrections.  The  alternative  sentencing  option  of  a 
“residential facility” will be at no cost to the taxpayer. 
 
In other news,  the Calcasieu Parish District Attorney’s office has been approved by  the Louisiana Highway Safety 
Commission for a grant to fund the establishment of a DWI Court  in Calcasieu Parish, which the District Attorney 
hopes to convert to a regional DWI Court  to service Calcasieu, Cameron, Allen, Jeff Davis and Beauregard Parishes. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

Sign up today for 6 Free CLEs on August 13 offered by The Southwest Louisiana Bar 
Foundation and the Louisiana Supreme Court’s Court Improvement Program. 

 
The SWLA Bar Foundation invites those attorneys who are interested in taking on Child In Need of Care (CINC) cases 
on a pro bono basis to attend this  free CLE program, so you are certified and ready to go.  If you attend the entire  
session  in person you will receive six CLE hours’ credit.  You can take six qualifying CLE on‐line if you prefer, but 
only four of those hours will count toward your annual mandatory CLE requirement with the Bar. The exact location 
in Lake Charles will be determined after we know how many plan to attend. So please sign up asap! Lunch will be 
provided. 

Please call or email Sandy Haan with the SWLABF to register: 936.1015 or ExecutiveDirector@swlabf.org. 

If you are already qualified to take on CINC cases and would consider taking on a pro bono case, please contact 
Sandy for that as well.  

The SWLABF couldn’t exist without your participation. The Bar Foundation  and the people in our community 
appreciate your involvement!  Thank You! 



BAR HAPPENINGS 
 
 
 
 

Honors: 
Judge Ulysses Gene Thibodeaux, Chief Judge of the 
Third Circuit Court of Appeal, was awarded the 
Honorable A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. Award of 
Excellence by The Judicial Council of the National 
Bar Association.  The Judicial Council is the 
division of the National Bar Association whose 
membership is comprised of judges from 
throughout the country. 
The Higginbotham Award of Excellence recognizes 
Judge Thibodeaux's dedication to judicial 
excellence and the rule of law. 
 
SWLABF Update! 
The Southwest Louisiana Bar Foundation is 
underway. We just recently took on our first 5 pro 
bono cases from Acadiana Legal Services. 
We have had a great response from the attorneys in 
our five parishes to assist with a case, which was 
exciting. For those who were actually assigned a 
case: Leonard Knapp, Walt Sanchez, John Green 
and Kendrick Guidry, THANK YOU!  Thank you 
for your willingness to accept a case and for making 
those cases a priority and closing them so quickly.  
The Bar Foundation and the people in our 
community who you were able to help are 
extremely grateful! 
 
If you have not signed up to take on a pro bono case 
through the SWLABF and you would like to, please 
contact Sandy Haan, the Executive Director of the 
SWLABF.  

Sandy Haan | SWLABF | 337.936.1015 | 
ExecutiveDirector@swlabf.org 

 

Diversity Conclave brings 
together attorneys to discuss 
Diversity in the Legal 
Profession 
For some the issue was new. For many the 
issue was familiar, but had not been addressed 
in a setting like Reeves Uptown Catering and a 
meeting of the Southwest Louisiana Bar 
Association. 
Co-sponsored by the Louisiana State Bar 
Association, the Southwest Louisiana Bar 
Association and the Louis A. Martinet Legal 
Society, Lake Charles Chapter, the Diversity  
Conclave brought together approximately 100 
attorneys to discuss achieving diversity in the 
legal profession in Southwest Louisiana. For 
many, diversity means only racial diversity. 
However, diversity is a more inclusive concept 
that encompasses not only race, but ethnicity, 
national origin, religion, gender, age, sexual 
orientation and disability. 
Recognizing the importance of the issue, the 
LSBA has conducted similar conclaves across 
the state during 2009 and 2010.Watch for the 
2011 Mini Diversity Conclave in Lake 
Charles. 
(Photos on Page 5) 

REGISTER FOR UPCOMING CLES 
 
August 13- Child In Need of Care Training Contact Sandy Haan-SWLABF/337-936-1015. 
 
August 20-Family Law Section 2010 Fall Conference-Register by Monday, August 16. Send check or credit 
card information to SWLBA, Family Law Section, Adel Murphy, Executive Director, Southwest Louisiana 
Bar Association, P.O. Box 191, Lake Charles, La. 70602: Fax 337-497-0089 or email to 
exdir@swlabar.com. 
 
September 10-  Luncheon from 12:00 to 12:45 followed by two CLE Hours on Fastcase and Law Office 
Management, offered by the SWLBA in conjunction with the LSBA. Contact exdir@swlabar.com. 

The Southwest Louisiana Bar Association 

extends condolences to families of members who 

have died this year. 





 

Photos from Bench Bar Conference 2010 

  
 Judges Robert Wyatt and Ronald 
Ware, both from the 14th Judicial District 
Court, were two of the many judges and 
attorneys who participated in the annual 
conference this year. Mark your calendar 
for next year and be a part of a great 
annual event. 
 
 

 
SWLA BAR ASSOCIATION FAMILY 
LAW SECTION 2010 FALL CLE 
CONFERENCE 
 
Date: Friday, August 20, 2010 
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Location: Calcasieu Parish Police Jury Room 
(First Floor Conference Room) 
Cost: $100.00 Family Law Section Members 
$125.00 Non-Section Members 
Lunch: On your own 
 SIX CLE Credits approved for six hours of Family 
Law Specialization Credits 
 
SCHEDULE AND TOPICS 
 
8:00 - 8:30 a.m. Registration/Check-In 
8:30 - 9:30 a.m. Bill Eddy (Video Presentation) 
Managing High Conflict Personalities in Legal 
Disputes 
A. Understanding High Conflict Personalities and 
Their High Conflict Style 
9:30 - 9:40 a.m. Break 
9:40 - 10:40 a.m. Presenter: Bill Eddy (Video 
Presentation) 
Managing High Conflict Personalities in Legal 
Disputes 
B. Handling High Conflict Clients 
10:40 - 10:50 a.m. Break 
10:50 - 11:50 a.m. Dr. Glenn W. Ahava, Ph.D., 
Advanced Forensic Psychology, L.L.C. 
Topic: To Be Announced 
12:00 - 1:15 p.m. Lunch - On your own 
1:15 - 2:15 p.m. Gerald J. Casey 
Topic: What the Domestic Attorney needs to know 
about Bankruptcy. 
2:15 - 2:25 p.m. Break 
2:25 - 3:25 p.m. Bill Eddy (Video Presentation) 
C. Handling High Conflict Cases 
3:25 - 3:30 p.m. Break 
3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Bill Eddy (Video Presentation) 
D. Handling High Conflict Opposing Counsel 


